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West Pokot County assembly became the 

first in Rift valley to endorse the 

constitutional amendment bill l2020, 

taking many by surprise. In a vote taken 

on Tuesday, 16th 2021, the county 

assembly unanimously passed the bill 

becoming the fifth county in the republic 

to give it a nod.

During the unusually sound debate, 

members of the county assembly cited, the 

increment of the county revenue allocation 

from 15% to a mandatory 35%, the 5% 

allocation to wards and the women and 

youth empowerment strategies outlined in 

the building bridges initiative report as the 

reasons for their endorsement.

But most importantly, an additional 

constituency to the existing four was their 

main reason of undisputed endorsement. 

Five MCAs who were not present did not 

vote.

However in a quick rejoinder, members of 

the public expressed their displeasure in 

the passing of the bill, claiming the MCAs 

did not express the will of the people, as 

exhibited in the brief public participation.

West Pokot governor Prof.John 

Lonyang’apuo thanked the MCAs for 

putting the interests of the people first, 

and dispelled allegations that the vote 

represented the direction the county will 

take in 2022.

The governor who attended the Tuesday 

sittings together with Pokot South MP 

David Pkosing, said “We will cross the 

2022 bridge when we get there”

The BBI proponents now need only 19 

county assemblies to pass the bill in 

order to cross the 24 counties mark  

H.E The Governor Prof. John Lonyang’apuo seated Center with a red tie in a group photo after the BBI activity together with Hon. David 
Pkosing and The Speaker of The County Assembly Hon. Catherine Mukenyang among other leaders
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For a significant population in Riwo, 

Mnagei, Kongelai, Sook, Masol and 

Chepareria areas, pastoralism has been 

and is the hallmark of their livelihoods. 

Cattle, sheep and goats are their only 

source of survival that defines their 

livelihoods. As such, many of the 

residents have been forced seek pasture 

and water in Uganda in a cross-border 

jamboree that has become their new 

normal.  However, mobility from their 

earlier inhabited areas to new grazing 

zones presents a challenge to many of the 

pastoralists.

N a t i o n a l  D r o u g h t  M a n a g e m e n t 

Authority (NDMA) in collaboration with 

local NGOs including ACF, SIKOM, 

Youth Bunge and the office of the City 

Commissioner embarked on a two-day 

activity in Alale,  Kacheliba and 

Chepareria in a facts finding mission to 

ascertain how well the pastoralists on 

transit can better their ways of living.

Trans-humance Development Plan Project

Local leaders led by chiefs and ward 

administrators said that they are forced to 

move their livestock on yearly basis in 

search of pasture and water. During a 

participatory mapping session led by 

Joseph Akaule of SIKOM, the local 

leaders and their local administrators 

identified four key routes used by the 

pastoralists from Masol, Chepareria, 

Sook and Mnagei to enhance their 

survival.

Report from the exercise sponsored by 

GIZ, a German development agency that 

provides services in the field of 

international development cooperation, 

will see the transhumance routes act as 

conduits of investment that can be used to 

enhance livelihoods of local communities 

and pastoralist populations as well as act 

as baselines for NGOs and governments 

during projects planning.

Faulu Micro Finance donates 131 pieces of iron sheet to victims of last year's

landslide tragedy

Faulu Micro Finance donated 131 pieces of iron sheet to 

victims of last year's landslide tragedy. 
The team led by Senior Manager Institutional Banking Thomas 

Ogaloh Mikulah called for enhanced partnership with the 

county government notably in the Boda boda industry adding that 

they had enabled many riders  to own motorbikes.
They were received by Governor Prof. lonyangapuo who 

acknowledged the institution's continous support in the county.
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Local leaders engaging with the partners

H.E The Governor Prof. John Lonyang’apuo flagging off the Iron 
Sheets by Faulu 

H.E The Governor Prof. John Lonyang’apuo receiving Iron Sheets
from Faulu micro finance 



SN E W L E T T E RRWeekly

4

A Publication of ICT Directorate County Government of West Pokot www.westpokot.go.ke

Women make up only 28% of the workforce in 

science, technology, engineering and math 

(STEM), as their male counterparts vastly 

outnumber them. The county government 

through the departments of Education and 

Training and Youth and Gender in partnership 

with Eldohub, a North Rift Women in STEM 

champion is training young women to inspire and 

support them in a bid to try and turn the numbers 

around.

During a session at Yangat, Tourism, Youth and 

gender CEC Joel Arumonyang said there is a big 

gap between men and women in STEM careers. 

He noted that more needs to be done to encourage 

girls and women in West Pokot to embrace and 

take paths in science related careers.

“It is important to have a diversity represented in 

STEM, hence we need to support and encourage 

more of our girls in pursuing careers in this field.” 

Said the CEC.

Education CEC Ruth Kisabit pointed out that it is 

important to engage and nurture girls from a 

young age by raising awareness about STEM 

fields and its trajectory.

Later on speaking at Holy Rosary Girls High 

school and Ortum vocational training Center, 

Eldohub Director Magdaline Chepkemoi said 

their organization will continue to visit various 

institutions from high schools to technical 

training centres to support over 400 women and 

girls through training and workshops on digital 

literacy, job skills, business, online safety and 

how they can leverage themselves on technology 

to enhance their businesses.

Technical Training Director  Joel Mulatya said  

the Department of Education and Technical 

Training will continue to coordinate and support 

activities aimed at improving the quality of 

education in the county.

The trainings are being conducted with support 

from the Exchange Alumni through the US 

embassy.

Eldohub in Collaboration with Education Department Trains Women to 

Embrace STEM Careers.

According to a UNESCO report titled ‘Cracking the Code: Girls’ and 

Women’s’ education in STEM’, only 35% of STEM students in higher 

education globally are women.STEM careers are considered jobs of the future.
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An Official from Northrift Women in STEM conducting training  

CEC for Tourism, Culture, Gender and Sports Joel Arumonyang giving remarks
during the event 

County Leaders in a group photo with partners during the training
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The county government of West Pokot has 

received a team of Red Cross staff to 

deliberate on strengthening Community 

Epidemic and Pandemic preparedness in 

rural areas of the county through a project 

dubbed ‘CP3’ at the county headquarters, 

Kapenguria.

 Deputy County Secretary Jonathan 

Ng’uriarita said the project has been quite 

impactful in North Pokot, adding that there 

is need to extend and expand the project in 

other areas of West Pokot. He noted that 

residents of North Pokot have become vital 

contributors in building resilience towards 

disease outbreaks.

“Many residents in parts on North Pokot 

used to eat carcasses but that is no longer the 

norm, owing to the training from this 

project,” said the Deputy CS.

His sentiments were echoed by Henry 

Musembi from IFRC, Kampala, Uganda 

who emphasized that the project has been of 

great impact to communities in countries 

where the project is active. He said that Red 

Cross will continue to strengthen  pandemic 

outbreak preparedness.Communities to 

instil a holistic approach to

County, Red Cross partner to implement CP3 PROJECT

 disease outbreaks and pandemics.

North Rift  Regional Director for Red Cross 

Nicholas Kemboi noted that there is need for 

the county and the Red Cross to sign an 

MOU to cement the already existing 

partnership.

Health CEC Jackson Yaralima said that the 

depar tment  wi l l  res t ructure  heal th 

processesat community health units in order  

 to streamline the CP3 project.
The county government and Red Cross 

will continue to approach health issue in 

totality with a view of expanding the 

scope of various programs in the health 

sector for the benefit of the locals.

T h e  C P 3  p r o j e c t  h a s  e n a b l e d 

communities to promote health activities 

and scale up efforts towards disease and 

pandemic outbreak preparedness. 

The county government of West Pokot recognizes 

the need to uphold and enhance good relations with 

its development partners. Constant consultations 

with partners remains a key  factor in planning and  

rolling out of projects within the county.

DAN Church AID and Anglican Development 

Services (ADS) team held a consultative meeting 

with various department heads in order to map out 

specific areas for implementation of development 

projects.

In a meeting coordinated by the Director of 

Resource Mobilization and Donor Coordination 

Elizabeth Gichuki to discuss ongoing and upcoming 

projects such as the Ksh.47M Ajira POA targeting 

2000 youth for skills development, STRAPEL 

project targeting food security for 3,200 household 

at Ksh 12M and a project for pyrethrum 

Partnership Relations
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Mrs. Elizabeth Gichuki-the County Director resource mobilization speaking at
Kalia Hotel in a session with the partners

CEC for PSM, 
ICT & Devolved 
Units Mrs. Emily 
Chepoghisio,  
CEC Yaralima 
and
 Chief Officers 
Mary Nguriakes 
in a group 
photo with the 
team from the 
redcross 
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farming and its market system circles  at a cost of Ksh. 

5.475B are set to be implemented in the county on a four 

years program.

County government officials led by the county Secretary Eng. 

John Karamuny lauded the donor’s continuous support 

terming it a blessing that can never be measured. "We will 

continue to work together to develop West Pokot County," 

added Karumunya.

In attendance were Joel Arumonyang-CECM for tourism, 

culture, sports and social services, Patrick Kibuku- Head of 

programs, (DAN Church Aid), Peter Nyorsok -Executive 

Director (ADS-North Rift) among other county officials and 

donor teams

G o v e r n o r  P r o f .  J o h n 

Lonyangapuo visited Nasukuta 

Abattoir and its environs to check 

the abattoir's progress among 

other projects in the region.

He further set a tight schedule 

with the contractors working on 

water system and railing of the 

plant urging them to take less 

time. the project is in its final 

s t a g e s  a n d  s e t  t o  b e  

commissioned in June this year.

Earlier, the governor was at 

N a s u k u t a  L i v e s t o c k 

Multiplication Center where he 

applauded the center’s input on 

the county's economy. 
N a s u k u t a  L i v e s t o c k 

Multiplication Centre has been 

instrumental in helping farmers 

improve their livestock breeds at 

a subsidised rate. 
Speaking during the visit, the 

g o v e r n o r  s a i d  t h a t  h i s 

administration will revamp 

operations at the centre as it 

envisions a change of fortune for 

farmers once the abattoir is 

operational. 

Governor Prof. John Lonyangapuo visits Nasukuta to inspect

projects in the region
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H.E The Governor Prof. John Lonyang’apuo viewing a plaque at the offloading ram in Nasukuta 
Abattoir 
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